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SOLAR CITIES PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Housing and Works) [2.07 pm]:  The Carpenter government 
is fully behind Western Australia�s plans to be part of the Solar Cities program.  Under this program, at least four 
Australian cities will receive funding to become a solar city.  The state government, through the Department of 
Housing and Works, is leading the Perth consortium seeking to make Perth a solar city.  The Perth consortium is 
a partnership between state and local governments and a number of large and small businesses. 
The Perth bid was launched last July, and in December we learnt that we had been short-listed for the next phase, 
being the submission of a detailed business case.  Our submission made a compelling case for Perth to become a 
solar city.  It demonstrated how Perth could lead the nation in the application of energy-saving techniques within 
existing communities, including the use of smart power meters, cost-reflective pricing and the application of 
solar technologies such as photovoltaic generation of electricity and solar water heating. 

The Perth proposal focuses on working proactively with householders and businesses to encourage energy-
saving initiatives and the uptake of new solar technology.  The six local government areas in Perth�s eastern 
region would host one solar city trial community.  Thousands of free energy assessments would be provided in 
these communities to assist people to manage and reduce their energy consumption, and smart meters would help 
people gauge their energy use in real time.  Other initiatives would include energy efficiency packages with 
options for low-watt lights, low-flow showerheads, insulation and passive solar modifications; two financing 
options to reduce the high upfront cost of photovoltaics; a demonstration photovoltaic system installed on the 
City of Swan administration office to showcase renewable energy; and a television series highlighting these 
technologies and behaviours in action.  
The new Pier Street Homeswest apartments will showcase environmentally sustainable design principles, 
including the use of natural daylight and ventilation, photovoltaic panels, solar hot water, rainwater collection, 
grey water recycling, and water-efficient landscaping.  Two other housing projects - the Forrestfield New Living 
project and the Harrisdale land development project - will also incorporate sustainability measures.  If Perth�s 
bid is successful, over 6 000 households and businesses would be involved in the six trial communities, and local 
schools would also have the opportunity to participate.  The bid also outlines an innovative strategy to expand 
the solar city beyond the initial trial areas.  A bid led by the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder has also been short-
listed.  The state government, through DHW, is also supporting this bid through the provision of cash and in-
kind support to the value of $900 000.  The Perth bid represents a total expenditure of over $85 million, of which 
$13.7 million is sought from the commonwealth.  The Perth solar cities bid is comprehensive and practical.  It 
will benefit individuals, the broader community and the environment.   
 


